
 

 
 

Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation Measures 
 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) draft Land Use Plan Amendments 

(LUPA)/draft Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) Preferred Alternatives in Nevada, Idaho, Utah, Montana 

and Wyoming endorse land use restrictions and prohibitions that will severely impede and even prohibit a wide 

range of responsible uses of nearly 60 million acres of public lands with sage-grouse habitat in 11 western 

states.  The preferred alternatives are not based on the best available science and commercial data. BLM 

continues to rely on A Report on National Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation Measures released on December 

21, 2011 from the Sage-Grouse National Technical Team (NTT Report) despite at least two independent studies 

that demonstrate it is based on flawed science, methodological bias and a lack of reproducibility; 

mischaracterizes previous research; contains substantial errors and omissions; lacks independent authorship and 

peer review; includes invalid assumptions and analysis, and inadequate data. 

 

The recent release of the Western Governors’ 2014 Sage Grouse Inventory shows the voluntary measures being 

taken by states, industry and NGOs has been very successful in protecting, conserving and re-establishing sage-

grouse and its habitat. And we need to be focusing on two primary threats: wildfire and invasive species. 

 

Sage-Grouse Protection and Conservation Act 
Senator Gardner, anticipated by mid-April 2015 

 

 Allows states to implement state-specific plans to protect and restore greater sage-grouse populations 

and their habitat – states may choose to defer to federal agencies plans  

 Requires collection of data tracking population trends to be submitted to the secretary of the interior 

 Requires secretary of the interior to share scientific data, assist states in crafting and implementing 

states’ plans for a minimum of 6 years 

 Prohibits large scale mineral withdrawals for the protection of greater sage-grouse 

 Requires the implementation of Secretarial Order 3336 to prevent rangelend fire and to restore sage 

brush landscapes on federal land 

 

This proposed legislation provides sufficient time to complete and implement state conservation and 

management plans for the recovery of greater sage grouse;  to demonstrate effectiveness of those plans; and 

importantly, to develop the track record necessary to support a not warranted listing under the Endangered 

Species Act (ESA). 
 

Women’s Mining Coalition urges Congress to support  

Senator Gardner’s Sage-Grouse Protection and Conservation Act 
 

To cosponsor or for additional information, please contact: 
 Jennifer Loraine (Jennifer_Loraine@gardner.senate.gov) at 202-224-5941 

Tim Robison (tim.robison@mail.house.gov) in Utah Congressman Chris Stewart’s office 
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Sage-Grouse Protection and Conservation Act Senator Gardner 
 
PURPOSE:  
The Sage-Grouse Protection and Conservation Act is designed to allow states to implement state-created 
conservation and management plans for the recovery of greater sage-grouse in order to prevent a listing 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  
 
WHAT THE BILL DOES:  

 Allows a state to create and implement a state-specific conservation and management plan that will 
successfully protect and restore greater sage-grouse populations and their habitats, in lieu of federal 
management through land use plan amendments and the ESA.  

o Not a mandate - a state may choose to defer to federal agencies for greater sagegrouse 
protection. 

 Requires states, opting to implement their own plan, to collect monitoring data and population trends 
of greater sage-grouse and report this information to the Secretary of Interior.  

 Requires the Secretary of Interior to share scientific data with states, assist states in crafting and the 
implementation of the state’s plan, and recognize these state plans for a minimum of 6 years.  

 Prohibits the Secretary of Interior from conducting large scale mineral withdrawals for the protection 
of greater sage-grouse.  

 Requires the Secretary of Interior to implement Secretarial Order 3336 to effectively prevent rangeland 
fire and restore sage brush landscapes on federal lands.  

 
 
BACKGROUND:  
In response to Secretary Salazar’s 2011 invitation to prepare the conservation plans, western states, where 
greater sage-grouse live, are preparing or have prepared statewide conservation and management plans.  
 
The states’ conservation and management plans will address the threats to greater sagegrouse, as well as 
preserve and mitigate greater sage-grouse habitat within that state in order to keep the species off the 
endangered species list.  
 
The Sage-Grouse Protection and Conservation Act will keep pressure on states, federal agencies, and 
stakeholders to continue implementation of conservation and management plans, continue investments to 
conserve, protect, and enhance greater sage-grouse populations, and protect and restore greater sage-grouse 
habitat in order to prevent a September 2015 listing decision.  

 
 

To cosponsor or for additional information, please contact: 
Jennifer Loraine (Jennifer_Loraine@gardner.senate.gov) at 202-224-5941 

Tim Robison (tim.robison@mail.house.gov) in Utah Congressman Chris Stewart’s office 


